
 

 

The aim of this document is to establish what is myth and what is fact regarding the future of pharmacy support 
personnel 

 Basic Pharmacist’s Assistants will be replaced by 
General Pharmacy Assistants and Post-basic 
Pharmacist’s Assistant by Pharmacy Technical 
Assistants. 
 

 The register of Basic and Post-basic Pharmacist’s 
Assistants will expire completely by 2030. 
 

 
 The last date to enrol as a Learner Pharmacist’s 

Assistant on the National Certificate (Basic) or FET 
Certificate (Post-basic) Course has been 
postponed. 

 
 The training of Pharmacist’s Assistants will stop 

once the current courses expire. 
 
 

 The only difference between the National 
Certificate (Basic) or FET Certificate (Post-basic) 
courses and the QCTO Basic and Post-basic 
courses are the regulating body. 
 
 
 
 

 There will be no difference between the entry 
requirements for the National Certificate (Basic) 
and QCTO Basic courses. 
 
 
 
 

 There will be no difference between the entry 
requirements for the FET Certificate (Post-basic) 
and QCTO Post-basic courses. 
 
 

 The new structure published by the SAPC a few 
years ago was recalled and will no longer be 
implemented. 
 
 

 The register of Pharmacist’s Assistants will remain 
active, thus if a person is a qualified Pharmacist’s 
Assistant, they will be able to remain practicing! 
 

 The last date for registration as a Learner on the 
National Certificate (Basic) or FET Certificate 
(Post-basic) courses with the SAPC is 30 June 
2022. 

 
 There will be new Basic and Post-basic 

Pharmacist’s Assistant courses developed on the 
QCTO framework replacing the existing courses. 

 
 The National Certificate (Basic) is on NQF3 and FET 

Certificate (Post-basic) on NQF4. The QCTO Basic 
will be on NQF4 and Post-basic on NQF5. A learner 
will be able to complete the QCTO Basic within 6 
months. The QCTO courses do not require full 
time employment in a pharmacy, but work based 
experience is required. 
 

 The minimum entry requirements for the current 
Basic course is grade 10 with English and Maths or 
Math Literacy. Yet, the minimum entry 
requirements for the QCTO Basic course will be 
Matric with Maths (not lit) and Physical/Life 
Science. 

 
 The minimum entry requirements for the current 

Post-basic course is a Qualified Basic registration. 
Access to the QCTO Post-basic will require 
competence in an External Integrated Summative 
Assessment (EISA) conducted by the SAPC.

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us at training@sbuys.co.za. 


